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Friends' Day Program - Saturday 16 June, 2001 - CLA, Winnipeg


Hosted by the Friends of the Winnipeg Public Library





Annual General Meeting


Agenda





Welcome - President Jami van Haaften


2.    Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2000


3.    Business arising from the minutes


4.    President's report


5.    Past President's report


6.    Treasurer's report and proposed 2001-2 budget


7.    Directors' reports - Western, Prairie, Central & Atlantic


8.    Confirmation of executive


9.    By-law amendments 


10.  New Business

















 Projected Budget  2001-2002�
�
�
�
�
�
Balance forward approx. �
$500.00�
�
�
�
�
REVENUE�
�
�
�
�
�
Membership Dues�
$2,500.00�
�
Young Canada Works�
$2,847.07�
�
Donations �
$2,225.00�
�
Bank interest�
$13.00�
�
Misc.�
$0.30�
�
�
�
�
Total Revenue�
$8,085.37�
�
�
�
�
EXPENDITURES �
�
�
�
�
�
Summer student�
$1,220.18�
�
Development expenses  �
$500.00�
�
 �
�
�
FOCAL Point newsletter�
$1,400.00�
�
�
�
�
Awards�
$200.00�
�
�
�
�
Promotion �
$300.00�
�
�
�
�
Administration   �
$400.00�
�
 �
�
�
Conferences   �
�
�
CLA 2001�
$400.00�
�
Travel�
$360.16�
�
Accommodation�
$174.80�
�
OLA 2002�
$425.00�
�
Travel�
�
�
�
�
�
TOTAL�
$5,380.14�
�












9 a.m. - 10:15  


Advocacy - key role of Friends of the Library Groups - Jan Dalmyn





10:30 


Constable John Kennedy, Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library , CLTA Stan Heath Achievement in Literacy Award winner





10:45 - Noon


Fundraising questions and answers


Elana Keefe, Burk and Associates





Noon


Lunch and Keynote Speaker Helen Hayles





***********************





Random House of Canada Friend 


of the Year Award


Presented by Lahring Tribe





PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT 





In the six years that I have been associated with Friends of the Library, I’ve been amazed at the progress made both at local, regional and national levels.





Locally, the organization has exploded.  Friends groups now seem to be the norm rather than the unusual and many libraries and their boards are discussing the formation of their new group – Guelph and East Gwillimbury boards are the latest libraries to contact me for help while Jami fields the calls from the rest of Canada. 





Regional meetings are also occurring across the country – Yarmouth area Friends in Nova Scotia  and a similar group out West. FOCAL certainly encourages friends to meet and work together and any group can request educational material along with buttons and bookmarks to add some spice to their event.





Friends Days at both the Ontario Library Conference and Canadian Library Convention are well received, not only by Friends, but also by trustees and library staff.  I was delighted to find that at all the different sessions that I attended at OLA – marketing, building libraries, advocacy, etc., all speakers were expounding on the need for library support from a Friends Group.





With all this support and activity, there’s still one question.  Why have many Friends groups not joined FOCAL?  As their national organization, we certainly have the ability to share our resources with them along those of Australian Library friends and those in the U.S.A.  The networking that takes place at Friends Days and through our newsletter certainly creates new ideas, especially in regard to fundraising.  





 How does our future look? With the ongoing support of our members and sponsors and the growing reputation of friends accomplishments leads me to believe that we will constantly be moving forward strengthening our role in the library world.





Val Marshall


Past President.











NOTES:


(1) Random House $1000	


(2) Travel includes portion of expenses incurred by President, Vice President and Treasurer in 1998 and 1999


(3) CLA Annual Conference- Edmonton; Charges over and above our $30 registration fee-Copying, additional meals, equipment


(4) OLA(Ontario Library Association) Conference-February 2001;includes rentals, speakers gratuities


(5) Administration includes Archival work, Industry Canada fees, Website Domain, Bank Charges, Supplies and Audit Fee.








	AUDITORS REPORT:  


A review	





On the Internet





Are you using Booksale Finder to promote your booksales? 


Visit � HYPERLINK http://www.BookSaleFinder.com ��www.BookSaleFinder.com�, and click through to the 


"tell us about your booksale" link to enter your dates.








Friends' News Forum





The Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library recently learned that they are the winners of this year's Stan Heath Achievement in Literacy Award, one of CLTA's awards. The award recognised the library's Adopt a Library Literacy campaign. The RCMP officer who initiated the program, Constable John Kennedy, may be travelling to Winnipeg to receive the award on behalf of the library at the CLTA lunch on Saturday. (�HYPERLINK "http://www.parl.ns.ca/adoptalibrary/"��http://www.parl.ns.ca/adoptalibrary/�). 





Find out more about Internet summer school offered by Ken Wyman, via the Internet. This six week course covers all the ups and downs of running nonprofit events and begins June 18th The course is specially priced at $65. You can find more information about this and other courses at  www.GreenAbility.org. You'll also find a complete copy of Ken Wyman's book "Guide to Special Events Fundraising" available to download FREE! Contact Ken Wyman at � HYPERLINK mailto:KenWyman@CompuServe.com ��KenWyman@CompuServe.com�.





Friends in Action - Nova Scotia


(Source: Paulette Sweeney)


Recently the Shelburne Friends of the Library purchased $379 (US) in reference materials and they also purchased a shelving unit for teen books valued at $800 Cdn.  On June 16th the group will be holding a yard sale at the library.  


Weymouth Friends will be hosting their annual youth dance on Fri. Jun 15 at the local firehall. 


Pubnico Friends have just staged their second successful play at the Argyle school.  Dreadful Doings at the Cider Mill .   Since the conclusion of the play the Friends have made a rock garden in front of the library and they are also installing a wrought iron fence and railing.  


Clark’s Harbour Friends hosted their second annual Mother’s Day tea at the library and plans are well underway for their very popular ‘Dutch Auction’.  All Friends groups have pledged their support with the first Library Lotto (June 15 - Sept 7).











Northern Ontario Friends planning a fall conference





A recent Ontario-Library Service North conference in Sudbury generated a lot of interest in having a Friends' Day of our own. Many library delegates visiting by the FOCAL booth in the exhibit hall indicated that they had an active Friends group, and that a northern gathering would be well attended.





The idea sprang from an almost chance meeting between Lloyd Campbell of the Sault Friends, and myself, on a recent visit to the Sault Ste. Marie, my hometown. Lloyd gave me a guided tour of his extensive bookstore operation, and described the operation of their café.  We had a brainstorming session, which included the need to network among libraries in the North. 





The idea seemed to catch on at the OLS-North conference. Happily the Sault Library's CEO Willy Eisenbichler carried the idea back to the Friends group, and later confirmed that at their monthly meeting the Friends had endorsed the idea to host the event.





We are looking at September 15th or 22nd, and expect it to be an International Friends' Day, with delegates invited from Northern Michigan. OLS-North CEO Leanne Clendening has offered the support of OLS-North and will handle registration for us, as well as contribute to the program by providing a speaker, and helping to broadcast news of the event through the OLS-North listserv.





Friends of the Library Conference Report


Friends….the more we get together, the happier we’ll be……





Conference report submitted by Joy Huebert





Volunteerism is alive and well in public libraries. On May 11 and 12, a first-ever conference was held for Friends of 18 libraries in the West Kootenay region of British Columbia. The conference was conceived as a potential way to develop stronger groups by sharing information, providing training, and generating enthusiasm. In the area, Friends groups have provided considerable benefits for their affiliated libraries, and anything that can be done to strengthen further initiatives should be done! 


 


The conference started with a Friday night dinner and keynote address by Delyse Sylvester, Director of the Selkirk College Foundation. She spoke passionately about the important role organizations such as Friends, that exist mainly to raise money, play in community development. By fostering volunteer participation in socially worthwhile endeavours, they create community and improve people’s lives. 





Both the giver and the receiver benefit from the fund raising process. The receiver benefits from better services, but the giver has the opportunity to make a profound difference in the lives of other people. It is our responsibility to create effective channels to allow the flow of giving and receiving to take place. 





Delyse emphasized the need to make the fund raising process a personal experience for the giver. In Canada more money is given by individuals to a cause he or she passionately supports, than by any other source. Friends of Libraries should not hesitate to identify their supporters, and approach them to contribute financially to their libraries. It takes courage to ask people for money face-to-face, but it is the most effective method of raising funds, and can provide great joy for the giver who sees the happiness that is brought to others by his or her donation.





We all ended the dinner feeling well-fed and informed. 





The next day, there were four sessions:





The technical considerations of starting a non-profit society affiliated with a Library, run by Dianne Kniss of Beaver Valley and Deb Thomas of Nelson





The challenge of the triangular Friends, Board, Staff relationship with Noreen Ballantyne of North Vancouver District Library





Methods of attracting, motivating and keeping Friends volunteers with a panel of speakers including Joy Huebert of Trail, Pat Adams of Cranbrook, Noreen Ballantyne of North Vancouver District Library and Margie Perks, a friend of Nelson Library





A fund raising roundtable lead by Darlene Kalawsky of Castlegar Library.





By-law amendments





Article IV Amendments


The constitution and by-laws may be amended at an annual general meeting following at least 60 days’ notice in writing of such proposed changes to all members and the approval to the changes by the majority of the members. 





The following provides the current text, followed by the proposed amendment, with changes in bold italics.





Constitution Article III 


Governance





3. Five Directors are to be elected from Friends groups. The preference would be for 1 director from the Prairies, 1 from Atlantic Canada, 1 from British Columbia and 2 from Central Canada 





In order to clarify regional categories:


3. Five Directors are to be elected from Friends groups. The preference would be for 1 director from the Prairies (North West Territories, Yukon, Nunavut, Saskatchewan, Alberta and Manitoba), 1 from Atlantic Canada (east of Quebec), 1 from British Columbia and 2 from Central Canada (Ontario and Quebec). 





2)   Signing Officers





By-laws ARTICLE IV 


CONTRACTS, CHEQUES, DEPOSITS AND FUNDS 





2. All cheques, drafts, or other orders for the payment of money, notes, or other evidence of indebtedness, issued in the name of the association shall be authorized by the president of the association; and, must bear the signature of both the President and the Treasurer. 





Addition of signing officer, in order to allow payment transactions in the absence of either the Treasurer or the President:


2 All cheques, drafts, or other orders for the payment of money, notes, or other evidence of indebtedness, issued in the name of the association shall be authorized by the president of the association; and, must bear the signature of both the President and the Treasurer, or in the absence of either, the Vice-President.








A G.S.T. tip - - - 





Friends groups who have registered with Canada Customs and Revenue Agency for a Charitable number can recover half the G.S.T. they pay during the year.





Simply call this number - 1-800-959-2221and ask for a   form. You can total the G.S.T. paid by your charitable organization, and send in a form for a rebate of half the amount. You do not have to submit receipts, but should be able to supply if asked.





It gets even better. If you have never done this, you can submit for up to four year's worth of GS.T. rebates!





FRIENDS  OF  CANADIAN  LIBRARIES





FINANCIAL  STATEMENT





April 1, 2000 to March 31, 2001


					


Opening Balance.....$ 4,234.00�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
REVENUE�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Membership Dues�
�
$2,495.00 �
�
Donations (1)�
�
1,050.00�
�
Bank Interest�
 �
$13.00 �
�
Miscellaneous�
�
0.3�
�
�
�
�
�
Total Revenue�
�
$3,558.00 �
�
�
�
�
�
EXPENDITURES�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Production/Distribution of�
�
�
�
FOCAL POINT�
�
$1,158.14 �
�
Travel Expenses(2)�
�
2,135.93�
�
CLA-June 2000(3)�
�
402.94�
�
Nominations/Awards�
�
390.57�
�
Promotions-custom pens�
�
431.25�
�
OLA (4)�
�
614.58�
�
Administration(5)�
�
236.99�
�
�
�
�
�
Total Expenditures       $5,370.40�
�
$5,370.40 �
�
�
�
�
�
NET SURPLUS(LOSS)�
�
($1,811.00)�
�
�
�
 �
�
Closing Balance�
�
$2,422.58 �
�












Jami Van Haaften		T A Foulkes 	    


President			Treasurer	


















































		 		








On the Internet - 





�





http://www.ssdesign.com/librarypr/download/readergraphic.html








More free posters, bookmarks and other clip art are regularly available on the Library Media & PR website: http://www.ssdesign.com/librarypr/








� / �


Adopted by the Ontario Library Association (OLA) during their annual conference in February, this is a  new international brand... @ your library. 


Conceived by the American Library Association, the brand is being launched in at least six languages and on most continents. The brand is trademarked and must appear in exactly the same type font and colour usage wherever it appears on the planet. OLA encourages the library community to think in terms of the use of the brand. 


Read more about the @your library promotion at 


https://cs.ala.org/@yourlibrary/download1.cfm








Other links - visit the Ontario Library Service list of  Marketing and Public Relations resources:


http://www.library.on.ca/Profinfo/MarketPR.html





Don't forget to list your next booksale on the 


http://www.book-sales-in-america.com website.








�





Visit the website of the Friends of School Libraries  for Halifax/Dartmouth area, A lobby group in support of School Libraries for the students of the Halifax Regional School Board. http://www.geocities.com/libraryfriends2000/





Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 


of Friends of Canadian Libraries (FOCAL)





Saturday, June 24, 2000, 


Edmonton, Alberta  


Canadian Library Association Conference


4th Annual Friends’ Day





Announcement – the Friends of the Year award for 2000 will be in the amount of $500 to each of the two winners for this year only. The winners were the Friends of the Atikokan Public Library and the Friends of the Ottawa Public Library. Honourable mentions were awarded to the Friends of the Huntsville Public Library and the Friends of the Saskatoon Public Library.





The minutes of the previous year’s Annual General Meeting were adopted, moved by N. Goodman, seconded by E. Cutts.





There being no business arising, the reports were discussed.





 President’s Report – as contained in the June issue of FOCAL Point.





 Vice President’s Report – as contained in the June issue of FOCAL Point.





Treasurer’s Report and Budget –  as contained in the June issue of FOCAL Point. There being no questions or changes, the budget was adopted, moved by T. Foulkes, seconded by N. Spillios.





Directors’ Reports – Prairies – N. Spillios, Edmonton Friends: The Winnipeg Friends now have a Friends’ Café at their Centennial Library; the Saskatoon Friends have started a Reader Award Card; the Saskatoon Friends’ annual ForkFest was a great success (also see reference to Honourable Mention to Saskatoon Friends above); the Edmonton Friends raised $50,000 for the Heritage Library and are putting on a Casino Night in July as a further fundraiser; Calgary and Regina have no Friends’ groups as yet.





Western Canada – J. MacNiel, Vancouver Friends: Jocelyn acknowledged FOCAL’s fine work in the past and expressed the admiration of her Friends’ Group.





Atlantic – no report presented.





Central Canada – no report presented.





There being no further questions or comments, the report were accepted, moved by J. Van Haaften, seconded by J. MacNiel.





There being no further questions or comments, the report were accepted, moved by J. Van Haaften, seconded by J. MacNiel.





Election of New Executive





The slate of nominees was presented, as follows:


Jami Van Haaften – President


Nancy Goodman – Vice President


Tom Foulkes – Treasurer


Heather Graham – Secretary





Carried.                                                                                                                       





A valuable book fair tip from Brampton





How do you host an effortless but successful book fair? Brampton used the services of Professional Book Fairs Ltd., and hosted two book fair characterized by no effort on the part of the Friends, and revenue of well over $2,000.





The sale consisted of new books, repro. art, toys and gifts. The sale was set up, with no work on the part of the Friends, in the Brampton Civic Centre. The space and tables were provided by the municipality.. 





The sale was timed to coincide with a theatrical production happening elsewhere in the Civic Centre complex. Friends entertainment coupon books and Kids Count Too! coupon books were sold at this event, for an additional  $254 in earnings.





They have two sales per year, this one at the end of October/early November, and the second, traditionally at the end of January/early February.  Their combined profit for 2000 was $2423.  In 1999 it was $1888.  Sales began in 1997 and profits have increased every year. 





Report provided by 


Elaine Graham, Community Services Officer


Brampton Public Library


905-793-4636 ext. 4320


E-mail to: egraham@bramlib.on.ca





PROFESSIONAL BOOK FAIRS LTD�7956 TORBRAM�BRAMPTON, ON    L6T 5A2�(905)791-1133














FOCAL's 2000 executive





PRESIDENT – Jami Van Haaften 


Friends of the Sudbury Public Library


1826 Marie Ave.,  Sudbury, Ont. P3E 2X9. 


Telephone:  705-523-3415


E-mail focal@friendsoflibraries.ca





VICE-PRESIDENT – 





PAST-PRESIDENT – Val Marshall


Ajax Friends of the Library 


E-mail: val.marshall@sympatico.ca





SECRETARY – Heather Graham


Friends of the Winnipeg Public Library


E-mail: hfgraham@home.com





TREASURER – Tom Foulkes


Friends of the Smiths Falls Public Library


E-mail: pfoulkes@altavista.net





DIRECTORS





BRITISH COLUMBIA – 


Jocelyn McNeil


Friends of the Vancouver Public Library


macniel@dowco.com





PRAIRIES  - Nicholas Spillios


Friends of the Edmonton Public Library 


E-mail: nikos@telusplanet.net





CENTRAL CANADA - Margaret Main


Friends of the Nepean Public Library 


E-mail: mainm@achilles.net   





ATLANTIC CANADA  - Bryan Merrett


Friends of the Yarmouth Public Library


E-mail: bryanm@hotmail.com





Canadian Library Trustees Association  


Michael Weidlich


100 Street Grande Prairie, T8V 2J9


E-mail: weidlich@telusplanet.net


  


Canadian Association of Public Libraries 


Sylvia Teasdale 


E-mail: Sylvia.Teasdale@library.ottawa.on.ca 





Canadian Library Association 


Michael Colborne


E-mail: COLBORMB@gov.ns.ca






































Thanks to our sponsors 


for their great support


CANADIAN LIBRARY ASSOC.


GROLIER EDUCATIONAL 


ONTARIO LIBRARY ASSOC.


PACKAGING ALTERNATIVES


RANDOM HOUSE OF CANADA


SOUTHERN ONTARIO LIBRARY SERVICE


WATTERS MARKETING

















As in most volunteer organizations, there are best practices. Some of these include:





Clarity of roles: what do the Friends do? What does the Board do? What do staff do? All of these roles must be defined, written down, understood and accepted by all concerned.





Appreciation: An essential practice that is still the cornerstone of motivation.





A chance to contribute: All Friends members should be given opportunities to take on tasks they enjoy. There are many roles that can be played by volunteers, ranging from executive positions such as the Treasurer, Chairperson, and Secretary; to those jobs that may only come up once a year, such as helping at the book sale or selling raffle tickets.





Promotion: Friends organizations should be promoted and marketed effectively in the community, through fliers, newspaper articles, posters, and events.





Fun: Participating in the Friends should be as enjoyable as possible, with cookies, wine, coffee, fun, celebrations, and friendship being some of the possible ingredients.





Evaluations were returned by 17 participants. Participants described the conference as 


“informative, friendly, inspirational” and enjoyed the “spirit of enthusiasm, ideas, laughter, the speakers, the fund raising ideas, the great information and camaraderie” Suggestions included having small group discussions rather than just speakers, exercise breaks, and a slightly different room arrangement. 





We were informed, inspired and networked. We hope this event will lay the groundwork for a Provincial conference that will continue to lead our Friends groups forward in supporting public libraries.








Friends' Day at CLA Program Committee


Friends of the Winnipeg Public Library





Convenor: 


Rochelle Blumenthal





Committee: 


Heather Graham


Felicite Warner


Susan Fraser


Sandra Stewart








“I have supported the Library for 39 years and I have the same passion for it now as I did then.” - Zerma Alton, library friend





Quote from the "Friends….the more we get together, the happier we’ll be…… "  conference, West Kootenay region of British Columbia.





See full report, pages  6-7.








FOCAL's Development Officer





We submitted a grant application to the Young Canada Works in Heritage Institutions, for funds to hire a summer student. Much to our delight we received notification in May from the Canadian Library Association that our submission was accepted. The grant will cover 70% of the cost of our summer student's salary, over a 12-week period.





The FOCAL Development Officer position is intended to provide administrative support and developmental guidance. The student will support the daily operations of  the association as they relate to membership development, communication and web design. In addition special projects such as the production of a membership kit and the introduction of French content to the web site will be undertaken.





Membership


Newsletter


Web site maintenance/web design





The successful candidate for this position is Jonathan Cirelli, a 16-year-old high school student in Sudbury, Ontario. Jonathan brings to the position advanced computer skills, and experience in computer graphics and web design. 





Director’s Report, Central Canada.





First it was Toronto’s turn, then Kingston & eventually it became time for Ottawa & surrounding municipalities to be amalgamated. The new City of Ottawa is the largest in terms of area but since much of it is rural it is the fourth largest in population 





Eight Friends or Fundraising groups from the eleven municipalities met a number of times throughout the year 2000 in an attempt to join together into one group This Amalgamation Working Group was led through an amalgamation process by Terry Sarazen from SOLS. 





In spite of much time and effort and three models from which to choose amalgamation was not achieved. However, now that we have got to know each other, binding us together may be easier.





Donna Medved who represented the Friends of Nepean Public Library at the OLA Friends Day in Toronto was much inspired by the workshops she attended and the enthusiasm she met from participants. 





It is encouraging to note that the Friends of the Year Award has not taken long to become popular: so many more applications have been received this year. This must mean the Friends Groups are developing more meaningful projects to support their libraries. We all eagerly await the name of the winner.





Respectfully submitted


Margaret M. Main.








FOCAL MEMBERSHIP FORM





To become a member of FRIENDS OF CANADIAN LIBRARIES, or to renew your membership, please 


complete the following application and send with your cheque to:





                                    Jami van Haaften


			1826 Marie Ave.,


			Sudbury, Ontario P3B 2X8








Enclosed  is a cheque in the amount of $………………………...as a NEW/RENEWAL membership 





Name of Group or Individual:  _________________________________________________________ 





If a Group Membership, please supply a contact name: ______________________________________ 





Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 





Phone: Home _______________________________ Bus: _________________________________ 





Fax _________________________________            E-mail: _______________________________ 





Number of Members  _______       Date the Organization Began ____________________ 





Main Activities: ______________________________________________________________________ 





__________________________________________________________________________________ 





****Please photocopy this application and make available to your Friends. 





To contact Jami van Haaften –President of FOCAL and Editor of FOCAL POINT 


Telephone- (705) 523-3415  or E-mail - focal@friendsoflibraries.ca 











                                       MEMBERSHIP FEES 





    THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES HAVE BEEN SET FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING 


    1ST APRIL, 2001.  (Please note that members who have joined since 1st January, 2001, 


    will be considered as members in good standing for the year)





     INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP    -   $25.00 


     FRIENDS GROUPS: UNDER 50 MEMBERS – $30.00 


                                        OVER  50 MEMBERS    - $50.00 


     LIBRARY BOARDS AND ASSOCIATIONS – $75.00








*****PLEASE NOTE DONATIONS ARE ALSO GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED*****.





A Friendly Reading Symbol





New Address for FOCAL: 


focal@friendsoflibraries.ca








Minutes of the


2000


Annual General Meeting








5. Miscellaneous





It was noted that CLA 2001 will be held in Winnipeg. The Winnipeg Friends have already offered to host a Friends’ Day.  Letty Last will be President of their Friends’ Group at that time.





CLA 2002 will be held in Halifax.





CLA and ALA are holding a Joint Session in Toronto in 2003.








Acting as Secretary


N. Goodman, 2000-07-06


Second Draft, 2000-08-08











Continued from page 2








Friends’ documents





In an effort to gather information about Friends groups  and to add content to the FOCAL web site, the following documents are requested:





Friends constitutions & by-laws 


Friends annual reports/budgets


Program brochures


Newsletters - computer file or paper copy





We also want to know your website address.





Please supply as much material as you can over the summer months, so that the Development Officer can add to our website.





Mail files to focal@friendsoflibraries.ca. Please note we are unable to open Microsoft Publisher files, and have difficulty with WordPerfect. Microsoft Word or ASCII text is preferred





Continued on page 3





Presidents' report 2001 - 





It is hard to believe it was only a year ago we were in Edmonton. A lot of hard work has gone into the past year, and we are established in the library community as a valued conference contributor, a worthy partner to be affiliated with, and a necessary source of information relating to  networking and support.





Over the past year  FOCAL's membership has grown, to become  more national in scope, and more renewable. This will certainly improve with the work currently being accomplished by our Development Officer Jonathan Cirelli. 





Watch our website for new features. I hear Jonathan has installed a counter, so we will know how often people are visiting the site. He has also found a search tool, so visitors will be able to search the site by library name or other keyword.





His major project is a nation-wide inventory of Friends groups. A colourful map of Canada will allow you to click by province to view lists of Friends groups in your province. Contact information is also being collected.





Our three main tasks, as in the past, have been the newsletter, conference programming and the website. We look to members to fill the newsletter with news, events, advice and other commentary. Your contributions to the website also help to provide resources for the benefit of us all.





Of course, none of this could happen without our supporters. Random House of Canada, has made it possible for us to participate in major national and provincial conferences. Watters Marketing, Jim Mitchell of Packaging Alternatives, and Grolier Edu-Reference have each contributed to our status and visibility with collectable bookmarks, buttons, and bags.





Our relationship with CLA brings us back to the national scene each year. Our involvement with OLA's annual conference is so productive, I hope Friends and FOCAL can do more in other provinces to work together with our library partners.





I look forward to the coming year, and to seeing you again in Halifax.














New and renewing FOCAL members





Friends of the Abbotsford Libraries,F.V.R.L. Clearbrook Branch


Friends of the Canmore Library


Friends of the Campbellford/Seymour Carnegie Library


Ottawa Public Library


Friends of the Saskatoon Public Library


Friends of the London Public Library


Friends of the Vancouver Public Library


Friends of the Huntsville Library


Friends of the Thunder Bay Public Library


Friends of the Wingham Library


Friends of the Library - Cowichan Branch


Friends of the River John Library


Friends of the Peterborough Public Library


Friends of the Lindsay Public Library


Friends of the Winnipeg Public Library


Friends of the Kingston/Frontenac Public Library


Wentworth Public Library


Friends of the Hanover Public Library


Friends of Atikokan Public Library








Advice requested:





Greetings from the 'Lethbridge Friends'. 





Over the past few years we have had some very successful Book Sales. As it has expanded I have had more and more questions to deal with, mainly in regard to whom, if anyone, should be allowed an opportunity to buy books before the public sale (i.e. the evening before, when everything is set up). 





I would be most grateful to receive any information from you, if you have encountered this situation and to learn what steps have been initiated to alleviate the problem. 


Many thanks 





Muriel Jolliffe 


President


ballywho@telusplanet.net











Random House of Canada Friend of the Year Award





Who won the award for 2000?





Who earned Honourable Mention Certificates?





Find out all about this year's winners in the Fall issue of FOCAL POINT.





Remember you can't win if you are not a FOCAL member.
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