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Chat from the Chair

The word advocacy has been hovering my usually scattered consciousness lately, and tonight it has zeroed in to demand my full attention. It is rooted in two Latin words: ad meaning toward and vocare meaning to call, thus a calling or focusing upon something. For us, the library. We are the focusers, the promoters, and we are an important part of the team that will reshape the image, tangible and intangible, of our library and its services.

Our $6,000. confirmed commitment to the new facility has made us a valuable partner in the application for SuperBuild funding. In addition, we are planning a series of special events to increase our financial assistance. Don’t hesitate to leave your suggestions and opinions in writing addressed to the Friends at the library circulation desk. Two of you have already generously shared ideas with us.

Also don’t hesitate to participate in our money-making efforts this fall. If you purchase a $2. raffle ticket for the Florence Lennox painting, it won’t precipitate a slippery slide to the slots. Incidentally, the painting will be on display at Dewe’s October 2 and November 6 from 9:00 to 12:00 and at the Brown Bag Lunch in the Library gallery each Wednesday. The draw will be made at our Craft Show ( another stellar event ) on November 27.

Before we say “ Hello “ to our new and welcome accommodation, I would like to personalize our present quarters. Let’s just give the old soldier human form and listen. Do you hear a groan of utter dejection as a powdery shower of plaster drifts down from a fragile ceiling? Is he asking us, if we were a building past its prime, would we like our boiler to thump and bump through a cold winter night? Obviously, our veteran has served his time in the trenches.

Now to return to reality. The Library Book Discussion Group under the able direction of Susan Holland will soon be voicing their opinions of J.M. Coutzee’s Disgrace, winner of both the 2003 Nobel Prize for Literature and the Booker. A fascinating read which should elicit some informed discussion. There are copies in the library and at least one copy available from the Friends ( phone 962-2276 ). Another service for library patrons is the multitude of magazines and periodicals available for borrowing. I noticed Architectural digest today – a pricey article in book stores; also The Atlantic monthly and Harper’s, if you enjoy an informed slant on American politics and culture. Maybe your tastes run to Fashion ( featuring “Skirt alerts” ) or Cat fancy ( featuring “The scoop on poop” ).

So, here we are – boosters, endorsers, defenders, and champions of the past, the present, and, above all, the future Belleville Public Library.  Irene Lachman

LIFE WITH LILLY AND LARRY LIBRARY

Lilly: Larry, it’s hard to believe but summer has almost come to an end. Any special thoughts?

Larry: Lots. Weather-wise, it has been a real roller coaster ride. Lots to worry about with those hurricanes!

Lilly: Yes, but we’ve been lucky … it could have been much worse. Any other highlights?

Larry: Loved the Waterfront Festival Parade!! A beautiful night, wonderful crowd and the KIDS. Kids everywhere and it was a real joy to see the looks on their faces!

Lilly: You’re right. What a night! I hope they got the message about visiting the Library. No place like the Library to learn about life!

Larry: True, and that applies to kids of all ages. We are never too old to learn. By the way, did you hear they are working on an in-house Library at the new Hastings Manor?

Lilly: Yes, and what a great idea! I hear the Friends of the Library have some great books left over from their sale on September 11th and they may be heading out there.

Larry: Terrific.

Lilly: Any thoughts on the new Library?

Larry: The location and concept look great. The architect’s plans will be worth waiting for.

Lilly: I agree. Well, I’m off to read some verse from Omar. I love that one – “ A book of verse beneath a bough …………………… is paradise enow.”

Larry: Me too! Good read and good night, my love.

WATERFRONT FESTIVAL PARADE
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Lilly and Larry did it again – second year in a row – riding in a handsome silver car in the Waterfront Festival Parade! Of course Edna Wright and Irene Lachman were there to help greet the smiling faces of the children. With Jack Press at the wheel and Jean Williams waving to the watchers, the Friends of the Belleville Public Library took reading on the road. Jean Williams
BELLEVILLE’S NEW LIBRARY

Work of the Steering Committee of City Council and the architects Zeidler Partnership in association with Bel-Con to design our new facility continues to move forward quickly. The new library will be situated on the north-west corner of Pinnacle and Campbell Streets, with the parking facility located north of the Pinnacle Playhouse. Interior layout and design work is underway, to be complete in early November. Your input is welcome – written comments delivered by mail, e-mail or in person to the Library, attention Leona Hendry, will be forwarded to the Committee and the architects. Watch the City website www.belleville.city.on.ca for progress reports.

RAFFLE

Thanks to the generous donation of member Florence Lennox, a beautiful water-colour painting will be raffled by the Friends. Tickets are available at the Library Circulation and Gallery desks, during Brown Bag Lunches or from members of the executive. [Thanks for the ticket printing support  of H&R Printing.] Only 1,000 tickets will be sold, at $2.00 each, so your chances to win are excellent. The winner will be drawn at our Arts & Crafts Show and Sale on November 27th in the Quinte Living Centre Auditorium. What a great Christmas gift to yourself this painting would be.
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CRAFT SHOW

Mark your calendar for Saturday November 27th, for your opportunity to support our fundraising efforts while buying one-of-a-kind Christmas gifts for yourself or your family and friends. The Quinte Living Centre Auditorium will be aglow with the work of talented local vendors from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for your shopping enjoyment.

BOOK SALE 2004

After last year’s sale we decided that September would be a better time. Certainly as far as the weather is concerned that was true. The working crew came to lunch on a lovely day and worked all afternoon sorting and labeling. The day of the sale opened in fog but that soon cleared away and we all enjoyed working in warm sunshine as compared to last year’s frigid temperature.

However, we did not get as many customers. Perhaps it was the competition from many yard sales or some other reason. We sold a large number of books, but did not make as much money. We certainly had an interesting variety. The choice in children’s books was excellent. We sold cassette tapes this year and a few VCR tapes as well. I think we had a broader assortment. There were plenty of craft books and a wealth of cookbooks, which seem to sell well. The highlight was selling an old enormous Oxford dictionary badly in need of rebinding but still a very impressive book. Until next year!  Judy Nelson
COMPUTER SYSTEM

Remember that you can access Hastinet from any computer via the Internet and renew your material, request titles, and check your own borrower record. TeleCirc lets you check Hastinet by telephone (968-4708) and calls you when library books are ready for you, or your materials are overdue.

WESTBEN

As the shorter days of September announce the beginning of our Canadian autumn, please think back to one glorious summer day, the 2nd of July 2004, when a terrific group of Friends of the Library supporters traveled to the Westben - Arts Festival Theatre in Campbellford. After a rollicking bus ride, we arrived safely, in excellent time to wander down towards the “theatre area” on the beautiful Westben property. Everyone was thrilled with the sunny weather and clear blue skies. Truly a glorious setting!! Excitement buzzed in the air as we headed through immense wooden doors into the magnificent barn-theatre to locate our reserved seats. The doors would remain open as a gentle breeze drifted across the seating section. The barn was packed as patrons had traveled from far and wide to attend the performance of The Magic Flute presented by the UBC’s Opera School. ”Let the show begin!!”

Following a hectic touring schedule in Europe, this accomplished cast performed before a hushed crowd. Indeed, this talented company of young people did not disappoint the audience. Their voices lifted and sang out to the delight of our patrons. Throughout the performance, we were reminded of Mozart’s relationship with the Masons – symbols from numerical references to tools of the trade were included in every scene. Each intriguing character was beautifully costumed, and the simple set was complete with various colourful props. Mozart’s whimsical opera was a pleasure to watch with its magical storyline and vibrant singing. Everyone showed their appreciation with a standing ovation – for this remarkable cast, and their creative support staff who joined them on stage. Bravo!!

All in all a wonderful venture and a successful fund-raising event for Friends. Hope to see you on our next trip!! Suggestions happily accepted by anyone on the executive.  Sharron Fairgrieve

Chairperson: Irene Lachman 962-2276

Vice-Chairperson: Judy Nelson 962-0111


Fundraising : Sharron Fairgrieve 968-5277

Membership: Jean Williams 962-6654

Public Relations: Jack Press 966-7281

Volunteers: Edna Wright 968-9071

Secretary : Margaret Hoddinott 967-9541

Treasurer : Leona Hendry, ex-officio 

WELCOME NEWAND RETURNING MEMBERS FOR 2004/2005: 

Karen Fisk



Beth Green


Christa Kastia



Betty LaVallee

L. Mary Miller


Brian & Eileen Smith


Ann Wiggins 

LIBRARY HOURS


Monday to Thursday: 

9:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Friday: 

9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 

Saturday:

9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Library Book Bags

Don’t forget our attractive book bags for adults. A new colourful children’s backpack will be available starting at the Craft Show. Both make a welcome gift for any book lover and help support library services
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