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SERIOUS STUFF

EXECUTIVE CHANGES:

The face of your executive continues to evolve. Chair Margaret Hoddinott has resigned. We thank her for her contributions over the past year. To avoid any perceived conflict of interest, CEO Leona Hendry has given up the duties of Treasurer. She will remain as an ex-officio liaison for the library. Angela McPherson, Nancy Hansen, and Heather Anderson have joined as members at large with responsibilities in the used book and gift store operation. WE NEED YOUR HELP! PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE. Contact Jean Gray to join the group working to make this organization successful.

NOTICE RE: FRIENDS CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS:

The Executive at its April meeting determined that the Constitution and By-Laws should be reviewed and re-cast to better reflect today’s mission, responsibilities and operating practices.   To this end, a sub-committee, led by Peter Gray, has been set up; and the following schedule has been drawn for the project:

1. Notice to the Friends about the project and their participation.

2. Working document to the Executive of a new constitution and by-laws before Sept. 2006

3. Draft document presented to the Annual General Meeting in Sept. 2006

4. Final document to the Semi-annual General Meeting in Feb. 2007 for a vote of acceptance, with implementation to be Sept. 2007.

Needless to say, there could be many difficulties along the way, which may affect this timetable, but it is necessary to have a target to get the job done.  Any Friend is welcome to participate in this exercise, either with ideas or comments, or even to help draft the new document.  Please call Peter (613-969-9542).  Copies of the present Constitution and By-Laws are available in the Friends shop in the new library.

FRIENDS USED BOOK AND GIFT SHOP UPDATE:

Shop manager, Bev Kennedy, reports that, although a few kinks still need to be worked out, the store is stocked with used books from the library ready for sale. After Bev returns from a short absence this month, we hope to be open and operational on July 10th.

Besides the books we have book bags ($17.00 tax incl.) and backpacks for kids ($5.00 tax incl.). Paintings by Bernard Noel will also be available as will postcards Peggy Holcroft-Cameron.  Stop by and look us over and watch for more regular hours to be posted.

MAILBAG

Wow!  It’s been quite the month for letters!

LEGAL STUFF

Dear Library Newsletter Lady

It has come to my attention that you are up to your old tricks i.e. putting “clever” words into print when you should be well aware that many (perhaps most) people just don’t get your sense of humour.  I therefore strongly suggest that you add disclaimers to future publications. Although it is not my usual practice to offer free legal advice, so many fees are still outstanding from your prior slander/libel/defamation cases that I feel so doing is in my best interests.

Barry Stir

Attorney at Law

Dear Barry

DISCLAIMER:  Yadda Yadda Yadda.  
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SLUGS IN THE GARDEN

Dear Library Newsletter Lady

Help!  I have a terrible problem with slugs in my garden this summer.  This has never happened before and I don’t know where to turn!

Signed

Slimed in Parkdale

Dear Slimy

Library Newsletter Lady had this same problem several years ago only she had one HUGE slug in her yard.  She found the Social Services section of the library most useful, in particular the “306” shelf which contains many titles pertaining to divorce.  Her plants have been thriving since she rid herself of this giant blob, not to mention her complexion and her bank account.

You might also wish to consult the gardening section of the library and do not overlook the periodicals shelves for lots of great magazines of interest to the backyard cultivator. 

DISCLAIMER:  Library Newsletter Lady’s ex was actually more of a worm.

The Friends Craft Show and Sale!  Is back this fall:  We expect this will be a big one with more vendors attracted to the new location.  Mark Saturday, November 25th on the calendar for this great opportunity to view unique crafts and get that Christmas shopping under wraps.  Interested vendors should contact convener Heather Hendry [968-9010 evenings] or Leona [968-6731 at the Library].
FRIENDS CONCERNED ABOUT STAFF!

We are fortunate to have such a terrific staff at the BPL.  Such knowledge, such care and concern, such professionalism!  And a great looking crew, to boot!

Friends, that may soon change.  I for one have noticed an alarming parade of staffers on breaks and lunch hours hovering around the coffee shop! And is it the flavoured coffee these folks are eying?  No, it’s the chocolate cake and other gooey goodies!

I know I asked one svelte staffer why, when she had access to a staff kitchen where she could store carrot sticks, she was in the lobby drooling over the carrot cake? The look I got implied I was nuttier than the white chocolate macadamia cookies!

Please staff, take care of yourselves.  We love you too much to lose you and even with strict library building codes those floors are only designed to bear so much weight.  

Friends, perhaps we could have a donation box in the Shop where we can collect spare change toward the purchase of some fat-free trail mix for the staff lounge? 

As for the rest of you, do drop by the coffee shop; a great retreat for a break or to meet and greet.  On a recent trip to the library I spent 3 minutes picking up my book and about 30 just chatting to folks!  That’s what the library is all about, being a community focal point. (Okay…and I like to talk a lot!)

SUMMER IS UPON US

This month marks the official beginning of summer (like we have really marked seasons these days!)  Time to get out the white shoes, the short shorts (or not…you know who you are!) and head to the library for great summer reads!

Summer is that time for sheer indulgence so forget your goal of reading the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire for now, don’t even think about War and Peace, just saunter down those fiction aisles and let your mind have a little vacation.  Don’t forget that a book needn’t be 800 pages of grabbing for your dictionary to be meaningful, worthwhile and a journey to another world.  But don’t neglect to shake out the sand and the hotdog crumbs before returning! 

June is seniors’ month at the Gallery Brown Bag lunch series. (See the website for details or contact 968-6731 or gallery@bellevillelibrary.com.)

July features the return of the Children’s Summer Program.  Mayor Mary-Anne Sills will be on hand in the new program area to launch the New and Improved Readopoly Game on July 5th at 2PM.  Contact Children’s Services at 968-6731 for complete details.

The kinks are being worked out of the cooling system and we are sure one and all will find the new library a relaxing, refreshing place to browse, to read and to just do what summer is all about: ENJOY! 
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MORE TUNES

The contest in the last issue of this newsletter drew many inquiries about the availability of Leona’s “Who Wrote the Book of Love” CD.  Unfortunately, this limited edition is sold out but we are working with the staff to produce a full length CD featuring such timeless hits as “ Don’t Know Much About History” by the reference staff, “Lucille” (You picked a fine time to leave me, Lucille)* by the circulation staff, “There’s a Kind of Hush all over the World” by the children’s librarians and the custodial staff’s rendering of “Going Wash that Man Right Outta My Hair!”  Watch this space for ordering info. 

* Speaking of fines, the amnesty period for forgiven fines ends June 17th…get those volumes returned…I have my name in for most of them and I’m getting impatient! 
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LIBRARY HOURS



Monday to Thursday: 9:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.


Friday: 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.



To receive your newsletter in an electronic version in future, please send an e-mail to Peter at jpgray@sympatico.ca to be added to our electronic mailing list.
Your Executive: 

Acting Chairperson and Membership: Peter Gray 

Secretary  and Acting Treasurer: Jean Gray



Fundraising: Beverly Kennedy


 

Public Relations: Pamela Stork

Volunteers: Edna Wright 

Members-at-large: Angela McPherson; Nancy Hansen; Heather Anderson  

