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… from the Chair …

Happy New Year to you all!  I hope you had a great Christmas holiday, and are sticking to all your New Year’s resolutions …and I hope one of those resolutions is to make a renewed effort to participate in the Friends of the Library, and help make our library the vibrant and important community resource we believe it to be!  

It’s been just over one year now that our group first gathered, and many of you have worked hard all year on all the various events and activities we’ve taken on.  A list of all these accomplishments is included here -- “thank you” and “congratulations to all who helped in whatever way!  We’ve really done a lot in a short time.  This year could prove to be an exciting one for the Library and the Friends, as it seems the Board may get the funding for renovations to the building, and be able to start on that crucial project!  

Read on to find out about our own fundraising efforts, and other events planned by the Friends.  To those of you who may find you have a little more “free time” this year, we all hope you will join us at our monthly meetings from time to time, volunteer to help out with an event, or just come out and participate in some of our activities.  “Bee a Friend” and get things buzzing!
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Our Vision

The Friends of the Gimli Library believe that our library is an important and vibrant community meeting place, one that employs books, reading and information in all its forms to excite and inspire all who enter.
Just look what we’ve done!

Feb. 2000 - “I Love to Read” month

-  senior students book reviews and elementary students’ reading lists on display in the library

- first annual “Celebrity Spelling Bee”

March  - “Folk Tale Fun” puppet show/story theatre, and “Harry Potter Day” activities at the Library.

April – “Manitoba Book Week” – hosted 2 reading by Manitoba author Ted Stone.

May – assisted with Library’s “spring tea”, reinstated after several years hiatus.

Summer – funded Library’s summer reading program craft supplies.

- donated 2 complete “Harry Potter” collections to Library.

- began selling Friends book bags (almost all 200 have been sold!)

September – fundraising community garage sale held at Memorial Hall.

- received $1200 grant from Westshore Foundation toward purchase of computer workstations for Library.

October – hosted art workshop for kids with artist Katharina Stieffenhofer, and “York Boat project” presentation at the Library.

December – purchased a cordless phone for Library.

- held fundraising raffle of $200 Tergesen’s gift certificate, won by Carol Thordarson.

Our bank account currently sits at

over $1700.00!

Meeting times:

The second Tuesday of each month

7:00 p.m. 

at the Gimli Public Library

Next meeting:  February 13, 2001

Friends of the Library

2nd Annual

Celebrity Spelling Bee
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The repeat performance of last year’s hilarious evening of semantic silliness is in the planning stages now.  The Bee will be held Saturday, February 24, 8 pm at the Aspire Theatre.  We will be calling all Friends members to pitch in with snack food to accompany the wine, soft drinks and coffee we sell.  If you would like to help out with the planning, organization and/or delivery of this program, please call Ginny (642-9966).  “Bee a Friend” and bring your “hive” to this entertaining evening, and help fundraise for the Friends of the Library at the same time.
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Friends of the Library membership dues are now due!  Our annual membership fee of $10 is payable now.  Attend the next meeting (Feb.13), or mail in the attached form, and re-confirm your commitment to making our library the best place in town!

Visit the Evergreen Regional Library website at http://www3.mb.sympatico.ca/~vaho
Let the adventure begin …..

January 27 is National Family Literacy Day.  Literacy Partners Manitoba, locally represented by Carol Goossen, will be holding a special story time for kids, called the “Undercover Reading Adventure”. Featuring real camping tents, a “camp fire” sing-along, and local celebrities reading their favourite stories in tents, this event is co-sponsored by our own Playgroup Partners.

Thursday, January 25, 2001

10:00 –11:30 a.m.

Gimli Recreation Centre, 2nd floor

Drop in with your kids and join the fun.
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More good news … Carol, through National Literacy Secretariat and the Interlake Adult Learning Association, has purchased a number of “Parent Packs” for our Library.  These packs contain books specially selected for preschool children, parenting information, music tapes, videos, brochures, etc.  They will be available at no charge through the Library in February.  To launch this valuable new resource, and celebrate I Love to Read month, we will be co-sponsoring a special story circle time at the Library on February 10, 11:00 a.m. – noon.  (Target audience is preschool children and their parents.)
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Are you an avid gardener? (Or perhaps, like me, a “rabid gardener”?) Even if you’re not, you can grow gorgeous spring flowers from bulbs!  Friends of the Library is planning a fundraising Dutch bulb sale, beginning in the very near future!  Our organization makes 50% profit on all sales, and participants are eligible for seller’s rewards. Expect a call soon from Ginny or another Friend, asking you to take part in this effort by being a seller.  We can make some money, and beautify our surroundings! (And keep the Bees happy …)

