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NEVER WRITE ANYTHING SERIOUS ON APRIL FOOLS’ DAY!!

The above statement is a life lesson I am learning the hard way!  The Friends Newsletter is an important and serious piece of business.  However, as I sit here this morning with the date staring at me from my calendar I can’t seem to keep my mind on lofty things.  I am ruled by “the imp of the perverse” (from Poe’s essay by the same name).  What weird ingredient shall I put in tonight’s dinner?  How many prank phone calls can I make to family and friends before the police show up?  Do people really have a sense of humour about mysterious, smelly bags on the doorstep?  I shall see…and you will, too, as you read through this issue.  Some of the items contained herein may not be entirely truthful!  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL…DO IT NOW!…and another great contest!

You all should have received your membership renewal forms by mail in early March.  However, membership Chairman, Peter Gray, reports that lots are still outstanding.  We know that the majority of our members are independently wealthy and spend the winter at their villas on the French Riviera, but most of you should have trickled back to Canada by now so go through that stack of mail today and send in your form.  Please read carefully; multi-year memberships are new…and a convenient way to renew even while you’re sipping those chilled Mediterranean cocktails.

And…as part of our ongoing drive for new members I am pleased to announce another great contest!  The first Friend who recruits a mere 100 new multi-year members will receive FREE PARKING AT THE LIBRARY!!!  You’re reading that right; you will receive rolls of shiny new nickels suitable for prime parking meters on Pinnacle Street adjacent to the Library.   This challenge is sure to be a hotly contested so get started today! 

GALLERY GOINGS ON

The gallery will continue Brown Bag lunches throughout the month of April but will be closed during the first two weeks of May, as preparations for the move will be in full swing.  (It’s hard to tell these days if Susan Holland is more excited than Leona…I hear a rumour that she’s getting an office!  We’ll be watching for great ideas to emerge from it!) 

Upcoming lunch topics will range from Earth Day to Tarot cards…please contact the Gallery for dates and details.

I GOT A LETTER!  (A shameless book bag promotion)

A big thanks to all of you who complimented me on my first poor attempt at writing this newsletter.  All the kind words were very gratifying, but the best compliment of all was the following letter I received and will print in its entirety along with my response.

Dear Library Newsletter Lady,

My wife, who is a Friends member, showed me the last newsletter and was very complimentary of your style.  She said you displayed rare wit and wisdom.  I therefore thought of you immediately as someone whose insight might help me with my current dilemma.

My mother-in-law will be paying us her spring visit soon.  (This happens every year sandwiched in between her winter and summer visits, which segue into her autumn visit.). My wife is gone each day from 9 to 5, leaving me, a “young” retiree, to entertain Mom.  All she wants to do is watch TV 24/7!!! Until my full pension kicks in we can only afford one TV, so Mom and I have to share.  Library Newsletter Lady, do you have any idea how many soap operas run throughout the day?  Do you know about the likes of Phil and Oprah and Jerry?  I am at my wits end as to how to get back to my usual fare of the History Channel, Discovery and perhaps a little Spike TV and Judge Judy.  I hope you have some ideas.

Signed

West Hill Helpless

Dear West,

Your mother-in-law, alas, seems to have lost touch with the world of books.  Many older people who were avid readers as young people are in the same boat and only need a gentle nudge to be reminded of the joys that can be obtained from the written word.  My suggestion is a two-parter.

 Before Mom arrives be sure to print out a list of all the “Oprah Book Club” selections which you can then cross reference as to which of those titles are available at the BPL.  You will find that this is also true of titles by Mr. Springer and Dr. McGraw.  The biography section may be browsed for titillating titles about those soap stars.  

Next, drop by the library and purchase one of our exciting new book bags.  Older people love these as gifts and they are so convenient for bringing home all those bulky books from the library.  Leave these subtle hints on the arm of Mom’s favourite chair (which is probably yours!) and before you know it she will be sneering at TV.  Even if you already have one of our older book bags already at home I highly recommend the new one…after all, you really don’t need old bags hanging around the house, do you? 

Signed

Library Newsletter Lady 

Serious notes:  

The totes are available for only $17.00 and are a special way to help commemorate the new library.

Your library does have many great titles of interest to young, old and in-between. Be sure to visit the on-line catalogue at www.bellevillelibrary.com to search the titles by author, book title or category.  Of special interest to seniors may be the many large print editions available and books on tape. (Who am I kidding?  That large print starts to have a lot of appeal when the pension is still a pipe dream!  Yes, that is the Library Newsletter Lady you see in the drug store looking over the racks of reading glasses!)  In addition, under services, you will find information about the Visiting Library Service for those unable to come to the library in person. 

Keep those cards and letters coming! 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!

Now that we have a few warm days under our belts I am sure we all feel the renewed energy that spring brings us each year.  The fresh smell of the air after a vernal rain (that’s called ‘petricor’, by the way!) serves to remind us that soon we will be sniffing flowers, backyard barbeques and suntan lotion.  Of course this year some of those flowers will be blooming on the grounds of the new library with the opening planned for the latter part of May.  As Friends we are especially excited by the prospect of running the Book and Gift Shop. Later in the newsletter you will find more information as to how you can play a role in this venture.  Meanwhile, start counting the days…the time is fast approaching!  

THE BEST CONTEST EVER!
During the course of the last few meetings, your executive have been discussing ideas for what items we might like to sell in the Book Store/Gift Shop. We all agree that we will start out small but hope to expand as the months go by.  We would love to hear ideas from you all as to what items you might like to see in the store.  Would a shop like this be a good place to buy gifts for book lovers?  Would it be handy to have writing supplies for researchers who don’t bring enough from home?  Send us your ideas and we will consider them all. (Really.) 

Those ideas chosen will be given a trial run and the winner of the best selling item will win a GRAND PRIZE!  Here it is, folks…the winner will be allowed, for one full year, to have his or her choice of hours for volunteering in the store!  That’s right, you may bump any other volunteers, whomever they may be and however senior they might be in the organization.  Jump to the head of the line!  What a thrill.  Runners-up will receive a digitally mastered CD of Leona Hendry singing that great old 50’s Monotones literary hit “Who Wrote the Book of Love”.  (Supplies of this are very limited so enter soon!)

THE REAL SCOOP ON THE VOLUNTEER SITUATION

With the opening of the new library looming so near, we are pleased to make some announcements concerning our volunteers.  We are thrilled that so many people have shown an interest and are hoping the numbers will swell as opening day draws nearer.

Nancy Hansen has offered to coordinate the staffing and training of volunteers.  She can be contacted at abh99@sympatico.ca or phone 478-5344 for those of you who would like to make enquiries or sign on. Beverly Kennedy, whose email is bilanbev28@aol.com or phone 962-5991, will assume the duties of manager.  Both of these women are well known in the community for their dedication to volunteerism and their wide ranges of experience.  We will be in most capable hands and salute Nancy and Bev for their commitment! 

Meetings will be set up in the near future so that volunteers may be given an overview of the operation and formal training will most likely take place around the 23rd of May.  Everything possible will be done to make sure that everyone is comfortable with his or her job and that all questions and concerns will be addressed before we open our doors.  We want this to be fun for all and the best way to ensure that is to be prepared!  
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A DREAM REALIZED
The new library facility is now a reality. The official opening will be held on Friday May 26, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. and everyone is invited to attend this celebration. The Library Board needs help from our Friends to ensure that the event is a success. Friends willing to volunteer as greeters and guides following the official ceremonies are asked to contact Nancy Hansen at 478-5344 by May 1st. Greeters will be needed in the Rotunda of the Library from the day we open through the month of June to assist library and gallery visitors to become familiar with the facility. An information meeting and advance tour of the library will be arranged for all volunteers.

The Friends Craft Show and Sale!  Is back this fall:  We expect this will be a big one with more vendors attracted to the new location.  Mark Saturday, November 25th on the calendar for this great opportunity to view unique crafts and get that Christmas shopping under wraps.  Interested vendors should contact convener Heather Hendry [968-9010 evenings] or Leona [968-6731 at the Library].

LIBRARY HOURS



Monday to Thursday: 9:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.


Friday: 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.



To receive your newsletter in an electronic version in future, please send an e-mail to Leona at lhendry@bellevillelibrary.com to be added to our electronic mailing list.
Your Executive: 

Chairperson: Margaret Hoddinott


Vice-Chairperson and Membership: Peter Gray 

Secretary : Jean Gray



Treasurer : Leona Hendry, ex-officio
Fundraising: Beverly Kennedy


 

Public Relations: Pamela Stork

Volunteers: Edna Wright 

Members-at-large: Angela McPherson; Nancy Hansen    

