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CONSTITUTION

FRIENDS OF THE SAULT STE. MARIE PUBLIC LIBRARY
ARTICLE 1 - Name
The name of this organization shall be the Friends of the Sault Ste. Marie Public Library, herein after referred to as “the Friends”.

ARTICLE II - Definitions
The Sault Ste. Marie Library shall hereinafter be referred to as “the Library”.

The Sault Ste. Marie Library Board of Directors shall hereinafter be referred to as “the Board”.

ARTICLE III - Purpose
The Friends shall be a group of persons interested in public libraries.  The Friends shall:

a) promote public awareness and an appreciation of the library 

b) support the library in the delivery of library services

c) raise and provide funds or materials in support of the library

d) advocate for library services

ARTICLE IV - FUND RAISING
The Friends raise funds through events and activities such as the following, with all fund raising activities approved by the Friends Executive:

- the book store

- bake sale

- book sales


- plant sale

- silent auction

- chocolate bar sales

- raffles


- special events

- garage sale 




- donations

ARTICLE V - Membership and Dues
1. Membership in the Friends shall be open to all persons interested in supporting the Library.

2. Each member in good standing shall be entitled to vote at the annual general meeting. 

3. Membership dues are payable on or before the annual general meeting. The membership year shall be from February 1 of one year to January 31 of the next year. Dues rates may be changed at any annual or special general meeting. New members can join at any time.

ARTICLE VI - Officers and Executive 

The officers shall be President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary.

The Executive shall include: all officers, Book Store Coordinator, Volunteer Coordinator, the chairperson of each committee, and the immediate Past President.

The Officers (except for the Past President) shall be elected at the annual general meeting by a majority of those members present.

Officers shall be nominated by a nominating committee or nominated from the floor.

Officers shall be elected for the term of 3 years.

The Executive meets if there is a need to do so.

If an Executive position becomes vacant, the Executive will appoint a member to fill that vacancy until the next annual general meeting when a member in good standing will be elected to complete the normal term of office.

ARTICLE VII - Committees
Committees will be appointed as necessary. 

ARTICLE VIII - Voting at Monthly Meetings
The Library Director and Library Liaison shall be non-voting members of the Executive.

The President votes as a regular member. 

In the case of a tie vote, the motion is defeated.

ARTICLE IX - Finances
1. Monies raised from all Friends activities and fund raisers mentioned in Article V, as well as memberships and memorials, (except monies from book sales) shall be used in support of Library services. All funds from the sale of books shall be given directly to the Library.

2. The President shall have spending authority of up to $100.00 between meetings.

3. All expenditures shall be approved at monthly meetings.  The President has the authority to approve all expenditures up to $100 between meetings.

4. Receipts for income tax purposes may be issued by the Treasurer.

ARTICLE X - Amendments
1. This constitution shall not be altered, added to, or amended except by approval of a 2/3 majority of members attending an annual or special meeting. 

2. All members shall receive proposed alterations, additions or amendments at least two weeks prior to the annual or special general meeting.

ARTICLE XI - Dissolution
Upon dissolution of the Friends, after satisfaction of all liabilities, including costs of dissolution, any assets of the Friends shall belong to the Library.

FRIENDS OF THE SAULT STE. MARIE PUBLIC LIBRARY

BY-LAWS
ARTICLE I - Duties of Officers 

I.1.  
The President shall:
a) preside at all meetings, except committee meetings.

b) be the contact between the Friends and the Executive Director of the Library and between the Friends and the Library Board.

c) be responsible for the overall operation of the Friends.

d) prepare and present an annual report to the members.

e) prepare and present an annual report to the Library Board.

I.2.
The Vice-President shall, in the absence of the President:

a) perform the duties of the President. 

I.3.
The Treasurer shall:
a) keep and maintain the financial records of the Friends.

b) deposit monies received in the bank designated by the Friends.

c) make all authorized disbursements, signing cheques along with any one of the following: President, Vice President or Secretary.

d) make regular monthly financial reports.

f) prepare and present an annual financial report to the members.

g) keep an up-to-date list of members with addresses and phone numbers.

I.4.
The Secretary shall:
a) keep the minutes of all Executive, annual and special general meetings.

b) be responsible for correspondence 

c) maintain the records of the Friends

I.5
 The Past President shall:
a) provide advice and information to the President as required.

a) attend executive, annual and special general meetings.

No remuneration shall be paid to members of the Executive .
ARTICLE II - Membership Dues
Annual membership dues shall be :

Patron



$25

Family


$12

Adult Member

$5

Student


$3

ARTICLE III - Monthly Meetings
Monthly meetings shall be held a minimum of 8 times a year. 

Any paid up members attending may vote.

The quorum at monthly meetings shall be 5 members.

ARTICLE IV - Annual General Meeting
The annual general meeting shall be held during the month of February and shall include:

a) the President’s report

b) the financial statement for the preceding year 

c) nomination and election of officers by a majority of those members present.

Quorum at the annual general meeting shall be 10 percent of paid members. Proxies will not be allowed. Members shall be notified of the annual general meeting at least two weeks in advance. All annual general meetings shall be open to the public. 

ARTICLE V - Special General Meeting
A special general meeting may be called by the President or Executive. The meeting shall deal only with the matter for which it was called. Notice of the meeting (at least two weeks in advance) must state the reason for the meeting.

ARTICLE VI - Fiscal Year
The fiscal year shall be from January 1 of one year to December 31 of the same year.

ARTICLE VII - Relationship of Friends with Library Director and Library Board
All projects and fund raising will be communicated to the Library Director and Library Board.

Public relations activities of the Friends on behalf of the Library shall be approved by the Library Director.
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