Friends of the Lindsay Branch

of the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library

Constitution and By-Laws

1. There shall be established a benevolent, voluntary and charitable association called “Friends of the Lindsay Branch of the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library” herein after called the Friends. The Friends shall be carried on without purpose of gain for individual members; any profits or acquisitions shall be used only to promote the aims of the Friends.

It is recognized that the Friends shall pursue only activities that are in accord with the policies of the Board of the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library.

2. Aims of the Friends:

a) To support extension and improvement of the services and resources of the Lindsay Branch of the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library and to improve community awareness, understanding, and enjoyment of the library services in the Town of Lindsay. These purposes shall be accomplished through such activities as raising funds to provide financial assistance for special library projects.

b) To build up the library collection of historical material.

c) To nurture an appreciation of literature and culture in our community.

d) To work from a position of advocacy on behalf of the Lindsay Branch of the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library.

(See Appendix A)

3. Governance:

A steering committee shall be appointed to hold office and act in lieu of the Executive Committee, until the Executive Committee has been elected at the first Annual General Meeting. Thereafter the Friends shall be governed by an Executive Committee. The Chairperson and Vice-chairperson of the Executive Committee shall be elected for a two year term. 

It is the Executive Committee’s prerogative, in extenuating circumstances, to extend a term of office for one (1) additional year. 

The Friends shall approve and may amend its by-laws at an Annual General or Special General Meeting, by vote of a 2/3 majority of the members in attendance. There shall be no voting by proxy.

The membership shall be notified of proposed changes/amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws at least thirty days in advance of the aforesaid meeting.

4. Trust Fund:

a) The Friends shall establish a Trust Fund to be called “Friends of the Lindsay Branch of the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library Trust Fund”.

b)
Until the first Executive Committee is established, the Steering Committee, described in Article 3, may appoint a temporary Administrative Committee of the Trust Fund, until

relieved of their duties by the first Executive Committee. Thereafter, an Administrative Committee appointed by the Executive Committee, shall manage the Trust Fund.

c)
The Administrative Committee shall be made up of the Treasurer of the Friends plus two       members-at-large.

d)        Funds and materials held in trust may accrue from gifts, bequests, lotteries, organized      tours and visits, or from any public activities that might redound to the credit or the eventual benefit of the Library.

e)
The Administrative Committee shall manage and invest the Trust Fund in accordance with the norms established by the Trustees Act of Ontario, and shall report to the membership on the state of the Trust Fund at least annually.

5. Use of Funds:

The Friend’s net revenues, trust fund, materials or the proceeds or interest thereon, may be disbursed at the entire discretion of the Executive Committee or the Steering Committee, to the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library Board, on condition that these materials or funds are acceptable to the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library Board, and secondly, that they are considered by the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library Board to be in addition to, and in no way a diminution of, the regular budgeted funds provided by the City of Kawartha Lakes and the Province of Ontario, or by other means.

6. Dissolution:

Should the Friends of the Lindsay Branch of the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library decide to dissolve itself, the net proceeds and net capital of the Trust Fund, and any other monies or materials, shall be handed over to the City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library Board within one year.

7. Membership:

The term of the membership year shall be one year from the date of purchase or renewal of any type of membership.

a) Individual Membership: Any person may become a member of the Friends who supports the aims of the Friends, and is entitled to all the privileges listed in Article 8 a).

b) Family Membership: Two or more individuals having the same mailing address, who support 

the aims of the Friends, may form a Family group, one as an Individual Member, and the other(s) as Family Member(s). Each Family Member is entitled to the privileges listed in Article 8 b).

c) Student Membership: Any individual who supports the aims of the Friends, and is in full- time attendance at an institution of learning may become a Student Member and is entitled to all the privileges listed in Article 8a).

d) Club/Association Membership: Any fraternal or service club/association, which supports the 

aims of the Friends, may become a Club/Association Member and is entitled to all the privileges listed in Article 8c).

e) Corporate Membership: Any corporation, which supports the aims of the Friends, may

 become a Corporate Member, and is entitled to all the privileges listed in Article 8c).

f) Honourary Life Member: Any person, who has made notable contributions to the Friends, may be made an Honourary Life Member by vote of the membership at an Annual General Meeting on recommendation of the Executive Council. Such appointment shall be for the natural life of the member, and while the Friends continues in operation. An Honourary Life Member is entitled to all the privileges listed in Article 8 a).

8.  Privileges:

a) Individual, Student  and Honourary Life Members are entitled:

· To attend and participate in all Regular, Special, and Annual General Meetings of the Friends.

· To vote on any issue at such meetings, including the election of officers, changes to the Constitution and By-Laws, and approval of the annual budget and fee structure.

· To serve in any capacity on any committee of the Friends.

· To receive, without charge, one copy of all issues of the Friends’ Newsletters.


b) Family Members are entitled :

· To attend and participate in all Regular, Special, and Annual General Meetings of the Friends.

· To vote on any issue at such meetings, including the election of officers, changes to the  

Constitution and By-Laws, and approval of the annual budget and fee structure.

· To serve in any capacity on any committee of the Friends.

c) Club/Association and Corporate Members are entitled :

· To attend and participate in all Regular, Special and Annual General Meetings of the Friends.

· To have one vote on any issue at such meetings, including the election of officers, changes to the Constitution and By-Laws, and approval of the annual budget and fee structure.

· To receive, without charge, one copy of all issues of the Friends’ Newsletters.

9.
Fiscal Year:

The Fiscal Year shall be from September 1st to August 31st. The Annual General Meeting of the Friends shall be held within three months of the end of the Fiscal Year.

The Membership shall be notified of the date of the Annual General Meeting at least thirty days in advance of the aforesaid meeting.

10.
Parliamentary Authority:

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern the Friends in all cases to which they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the Friends’ Constitution and By-Laws, and any special rules of order which the Friends may adopt.

11.        Executive Committee and Executive Council:

The Executive Committee shall consist of:

Past Chairperson, Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Recording Secretary, Treasurer.

The Executive Council shall consist of:

The Executive Committee plus the following positions:

Corresponding Secretary, Fund Raising Co-ordinator, Newsletter Co-ordinator, Social Convenor, Publicity Co-ordinator, Membership Secretary, Program Co-ordinator, Archivist.

The Friends shall appoint the Library CEO or his/her designate as an ex-officio member of the Friends Executive Committee.

Ex-officio members are deemed to be non-voting members.

12.       Financial Review:

The Executive Committee shall appoint two individuals, who are not members of the Executive Council, to review financial records of the Friends after the end of each Fiscal Year.

13.      Quorum:

Ten (10) members of the Friends shall constitute a quorum.

 Amendments approved at the

 Friends Annual General Meeting this__24th______ day of _September, 2003
Chairperson: Lois Magahay



Signature

Recording Secretary: Denham Dingle 



Signature
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