Sample Letter to Councillor Harder

RE: SOS Ottawa Public Library

Dear Councillor Harder

Please protect Ottawa Public Library funding during finalization of the 2008 city budget. 

Ottawa library services are well used and well loved by the residents of this city. Last year alone the Ottawa Public Library recorded almost 5 million visits to its 33 branches. Imagine every single resident of Ottawa visiting their library at least 6 times throughout the year and borrowing a total of 10 million books, videos, CDs and other items. 

The Ottawa Public Library is cost-effective and world class. It offers a high return on investment for community members. However, funding has not increased to keep pace with the growth of our communities. This has left our libraries stretched to the maximum. Any further cuts to the library budget will be disastrous for the people of Ottawa. We rely on the library for information, Internet access, access to public services, and a safe place to learn, gather and share. Please do not cut the budget and force the library to reduce services and service hours, offer fewer books, and delay the opening of much needed and long-awaited branches including a safe new building to replace the crumbling main branch.
I understand that budget decisions are always complex and difficult. Nonetheless, I urge you to consider that Library branches offer critical support for children and youth, seniors, newcomers to Canada, researchers, students, small businesses and other important and growing sectors of our community and our economy. In the current age of rapid global information-based business practices, Ottawa residents simply cannot keep pace without access to a strong library service and research tools. Library branches are at the heart of our community and they form the foundation for our city’s growth in a knowledge-based economy. We simply cannot afford to lose them. 

Ottawa residents are counting on you to protect the Ottawa Public Library, prevent library budget cuts this year, and impress upon City Council the absolute need for long-term planning and stable funding for our library services.
Sincerely,

