Responsibilities of Forest of Reading Selection Committees

Blue Spruce, Silver Birch, Red Maple and White Pine

General purpose of the committee:

· To work as a committee to select the best books by a Canadian author for the age group/program. The role begins in the spring (earlier for White Pine, later for Blue Spruce) and continues until the end August when the selection teleconference takes place.

· As a member of the selection committee, you are expected to read all books sent in by the publishers and post a review on the bulletin board that uses the criteria established for your program (Blue Spruce is the only one not using the bulletin board for posting). There may be the odd occurrence when a book will have been sent but is subsequently taken off the list for consideration. That information will be sent via email to the selection committee.

· You will be required to sign a confidentiality contract, as the deliberations of the committee and final selection must remain confidential.

Specific tasks and responsibilities of the committee members:

· Read the books sent to you within 10 days to two weeks and then send the box on to the next reader (all postage will be reimbursed at the end of the program). The boxes contain up to 15 books at a time.

· Be prepared to rate the books according to criteria and not personal response, be very aware of censorship issues versus selection criteria. Have an understanding of critical literacy, age appropriate literature and free voluntary reading issues

· Post the reviews of the books read and rate the book from 1 to 10 (10 being the highest) for consideration for the program (if you are the first one to post, then a summary of the book will need to be written as well).

· Respond to listserv emails concerning issues as they arise while the reading/selection process is in progress

· Take part in at least two teleconferences, one at the beginning and one at the end of the selection process. If you are a member of a committee that is selecting more than one list, then there may be more than one selection teleconference

Specific expectations of individual programs:

Blue Spruce:

· Reading takes place in July and August

· Selection takes place via teleconference in mid-August

· Committee members read the books at the official wholesaler’s showroom (unless the distance is too great, then the books are circulated to you)

· Criteria differs from other programs

Silver Birch:

· Read for three lists (an average of 150 books from March to August)

· Post online reviews for all books read

· Selection in the first weeks of September

· Books are circulated to your home on a routing system (you will have a maximum of two weeks to read and then send on the boxes of books).

· Teleconference to select the books may span more than one evening

Tamarack:

· Read for one list (May to August)

· List will include Fiction and Non-Fiction 

· List will preferably include at least one Franco-Ontarian selection

· List will be geared to students in grades 3 to 8, depending on level of French (French First Language or French Immersion)

· Post online reviews of all books read

· Selection in mid to late August

· Books are circulated to your home on a routing system (you will have a maximum of a month to read your books and then send them along)

Red Maple:

· Fiction list for this age group occurs every year (average of 80 books from January to August)

· Non-fiction list occurs every other year (average of 50 books)

· Post online reviews for all books read

· Books are circulated to your home on a routing system (you will have a maximum of two weeks to read and then send on the boxes of books).

· Teleconference to select the books may span more than one evening

· Selection in the first weeks of September

White Pine:

· Fiction list for this age group occurs every year (average of 60 books from December to August)

· Post online reviews for all books read

· Books are circulated to your home on a routing system (you will have a maximum of two weeks to read and then send on the boxes of books).

· Selection in the first weeks of September

